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By AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

#AltonSterling
New York, NY - Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of Alton #PhilandoCastile
Sterling and Philando Castile, the two African-American men who were shot

by police within twenty-four hours of each other.

Racism plays an insidious role in the daily lives of all working people of color. This is a labor issue because it is a
orkplace issue; it is a community issue, and unions are the community. Philando Castile was a union member,
and so his family is our family. Last year the AFL-CIO launched a Commission on Racial and Economic Justice to
address the issues faced by our brothers and sisters of color and to take a hard look at ourselves to ensure we

practice what we preach. The Commission aimed to educate working people on the way racism weakens the

collective power of all working people.

It is haunting that only two years ago | delivered a speech in St. Louis in the aftermath of Mike Brown’s death
enouncing systemic racism in the United States. Since then, hundreds of people have lost their lives in incidents

involving police officers, and African-Americans continue to be disproportionately impacted. Labor cannot and will

not sit on the sidelines when it comes to racial justice. It is not enough to simply say “Black Lives Matter.” We must

and will continue to fight for reforms in policing and to address issues of racial and economic inequality.
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ENOUGH — A Message and Call for Action by AFL-CIO

The following is the text of a message from Tefere Gebre, AFL-CIO Executive Vice
President, circulated July 12, 2016 on the AFL-CIO’s email list serve
(peoplepower@aficio.org) about the recent wave of police shootings

Words cannot express to you how hurt and distraught | am to
see the recent killings. Two Black men in Louisiana and
Minnesota, including one we know was a union brother, died at
the hands of police violence. And, the tragic news that police
were murdered while doing their jobs compelled me to reach
out to you. Together, we must press for an end to killings. And,
we must heal together. Share this graphic in honor of these
families, using the hashtag #1uEnough.

#1UENOUGH

#PHILANDOCASTILE
FALTONSTERLING

We have rightfully spent the past year having internal
conversations with union members around racial and economic
injustice, and | will proudly stand behind any report or
recommendations that guide the labor movement towards
being a more just environment and a stronger advocate for
workers of color—but that is not enough. We are speaking with
local labor leaders and activists to join their efforts and
respectfully uplift their everyday experiences.



Date

LOCAL UNION ADDRESS

Dear President X

I am writing this letter in response to a call by the AFL-CIO for ideas on how to stop the shootings of
Black and Latino unarmed people in our nation’s cities, Executive Vice President Tefere Gebre informs us
that the federation is speaking to local union leaderships to determine how to “boldly respond as a
movement, and how to come together across our membership.”

Our local union membership is impacted greatly. We see the horrific videos capturing point blank
shootings of unarmed Black people at the hands of police around the country. The emotional impact felt
by Black, white, Latino, Asian, Native American members at our workplaces must be addressed by
positive action by organized labor to stop these modern-day legal lynchings, and end the rampant
harassment that disproportionately impacts people of color. President Trumka noted that Philando
Castile was a union member and the family that is mourning his loss is a union household. This is family.

Our trade unions are in the most powerful position to provide leadership in our communities that are
being tore up with police violence and the arrests of people engaging in protest, and most recently,
killings of police.

| ask you to consider the following proposals:

1. The AFL-CIO should seek to support local initiatives that are pressing for civilian control of
police. For example, in Chicago a movement is in motion to press for a Civilian Police
Accountability Council {CPAC). A Control Board is more than a Review Board. It would establish
democratic control by an elected board with full transparency in investigations of police
misconduct and insure accountability.

2. The Federation must press for uniform national standards for local police departments, fully
enforceable by the Department of Justice and the U.S. Attorney’s office.

3. New York State moved to require a special prosecutor in police killings, an important step
forward after the killing of Eric Garner. Short of a civilian control board, a special prosecutor
should be required in all cases throughout the country where police are involved in killings, or
where victims die in police custody, no matter the color of the victim.

4. The AFL-CIO should seek ways to actively support the Black Lives Matter movement.

| hope our local’s executive board will consider the above suggestions and forward them on our behalf
to the AFL-CIO leadership.

In unity;




