
 

Communications Workers of America Next Generation Calls on Biden 
Administration to Permanently Cancel Student Debt for Millions of Americans 

CWA Next Generation, which represents members of the Communications Workers of 
America who are 35 and under, strongly urges President Biden to uphold his campaign 
promise and cancel federal student loan debt for the millions of Americans who need 
relief immediately. 

As of February 1, the Biden administration has canceled about $13 billion in student 
debt, including the debts of 300,000 disabled Americans, which we applaud as a first 
step. But the student debt canceled in the first year of Biden’s presidency is only a tiny 
fraction of the $1.7 trillion Americans owe. As a result of the pandemic, debt repayment 
is paused until May 2022, and we believe now is the time to address this crippling form 
of debt permanently. 

In 2015, CWA Next Gen put student debt relief among our top priorities, initiating a 
series of workshops to help members understand complex federal debt repayment and 
forgiveness programs for public employees, which became nearly impossible to 
navigate under the Trump administration. Broad-based student debt cancellation would 
offer long-term relief to more than 40 million Americans, boost the economy, and help 
address racial disparities. Every month, workers who borrowed for their education with 
the hope of improving their lives struggle to make student loan payments instead of 
putting money aside to invest in home ownership or small businesses. Many delay 
plans to form families and save for retirement because they simply cannot afford it. 

Along with our union brothers, sisters and siblings across the labor movement, we made 
thousands of calls, held voter registration drives, and campaigned tirelessly to elect 
President Biden and Vice President Harris. We were inspired by their recognition that to 
rebuild our country, we need to rebuild our middle class. We cannot realize that vision 



unless the Biden administration addresses the student debt crisis now. It’s time to 
#CancelStudentDebt and move our economic recovery forward. 

### 


